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The Quiet Side of Conservation

By Dale Stinton, Editor

Conserving our natural
resources can be done
loudly and with fan-
faret witness the great
national organizations
like Ducks Unlimited
and Pheasants Forever.
It can also be done qui-
etly, in the manner of
Pioneer Heritage Con-
servation Trust (PHCT).
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a lot about the work of
PHCT, except in this
newsletter, our web
site, or an occasional
newspaper story.

PHCT works in the four
counties of Pope,
Grant, Douglas and Ot-
ter Tail, and has since
1985, to carry out its
mission of local conser-
vation. Nearly all PHCT
members reside in or
at one time lived in the
area. We feel each
member has a vested

interest in the conser-
vation accomplish-
ments of PHCT. This
issue of the newsletter
summarizes the fiscal
2013 and 2014 project
accomplishments.
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ter perusing this diver-
sity of accomplish-
ments, that Pioneer
Heritage Conservation
Trust is effective and !
making an important
difference in conserva-
tion at the local level,
even though we sel-
dom make noise about
it.

But it is becoming
more difficult to make
that difference. Not
much can be done
without adequate
funding and active
member participation.
Current interest rates
are slowly killing the

income from endowed
funds; membership
fees and donations
must pick up the slack
if activities going for-
ward are to continue at
the same level. People
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join, lend a hand on
projects or serve on a
PHCT committee.

But hey, we all know
there is no such thing
- a
a matter of prioritizing!
Join us or renew your
membership now if
conservation of natural
resources at the local
level is important to
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call a director or send
us an email or a note
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Pioneer Heritage Con-
servation Trust meets
on the second Monday
of September, Decem-
ber, March and June at
7:00 PM. The meet-
ings are held in The
Military House on the
campus of the Evans-
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tion, 304 South Gran
Street, Evansville, Min-
nesota. You are in-
vited to attend!

Remember these

#R. G. Oetting:
Qus fleeting trespassers
on land that belongs to
future generations, we
must touch the land
gently, caring for it as

.. true stewards, so that
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record will see our love
and respect for the
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work on conservation
projects or serve on a
committee.

partT become an ac-
tive member of Pio-
neer Heritage Conser-
vation Trust!

Synopsis: Fiscal 20131 2014 Conservation Accomplishments

Van Gilder prints.
PHCT received a dona-
tion of 25 Ron Van

Gilder prints in 2013,

other local conserva-
tion organizations to be
used in their fundrais-
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with an intact Remar- Trap teams startup.

gue, and a stipulation PHCT has awarded
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memory of Vernon Os-
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three prints each year
and donate them to
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the formation and first

school trap shooting
teams at Brandon/

Alexandria, Ashby, Un-
derwood, and Fergus
Falls.

Farm Bill Wildlife Bi-
ologist. PHCT
awarded grants in
2013 and 2014 to help
support this program

t | / deargactivities ofpighy vy §n Douglas County.

This innovative pro-
gram was created by

Pheasants Forever with
funding help from their
conservation partners.
The program partners
with the Natural Re-
source Conservation
Service to make a wild-
life biologist available
to facilitate landowner
participation in USDA

conservation programs.
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Synopsis continued:

Mallard hen houses.
PHCT has been build-
ing, installing and
maintaining duck nest-
ing cylinders for more
than twenty years.
Funding help from
USFWS dried up a few
years ago, but PHCT
has continued this pro-
gram on its own, rely-
ing on donations to
help purchase supplies.
The Junior Vikings
(youth division of the
Viking Sportsmen, Al-
exandria area) have
helped construct cylin-
ders, install new nests
and refurbish older
ones in 2013 and 2014.
PHCT efforts account
for over 450 nests in
the four county service
area.

Scholarship. Mark
Koep received a 2014
scholarship award from
PHCT to help with his
final year of under-
graduate study at U of
M, Crookston. Mark
majors in Natural Re-
sourcest Wildlife Man-
agement.

Woodie camp. PHCT is
an annual financial
supporter of the Min-
nesota Waterfowl As-
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youth who want to
learn about and get
involved in waterfowl-
ing and many other
outdoor activities. The
seven day camp is held
at Prairie Wetlands
Learning Center, Fer-
gus Falls.
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KleinBank property
acquisition. PHCT
awarded a grant to Ot-
ter Tail Pheasants For-
ever to share in their
capital costs of pur-
chasing a 160 acre
tract in Macsville
Township, Grant
County. The property
will be managed by
USFWS as a Waterfowl
Production Area.

Private wetland resto-
ration. PHCT joined
with other conserva-
tion partners with a
grant to fund installa-
tion of an earthen dam
that raised the water
level on a small private
wetland in Section 24,
Nora Township, Pope
County, making the
property a more effec-
tive waterfowl habitat.

Finden Family WPA.
The Glacial Ridge Chap-
ter of Pheasants For-
ever purchased a 280
acre tract in White
Bear Township, Pope
County, with the use of
funds granted by Min-
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tage Council. PHCT,
along with several con-
servation partners,
provided the required
local matching funds.
The tract is to be do-
nated to the US Fish
and Wildlife Service
and managed as a Wa-
terfowl Production
Area open to hunting.
A dedication is sched-
uled for August 21,
2014.

CPL GrantTt Wetland
Water Level Manage-
ment. PHCT, as
grantee of a Conserva-
tion Partners Legacy
Grant utilizing Outdoor
Heritage Council funds,
provided oversight,
management and ac-
counting for a project
to improve habitat on
the Nora WMA in Pope
County. Pumping low-
ered the water level
several feet, allowing
an improvement in
emergent vegetation
growth and improving
waterfowl habitat.
Wild rice was later
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Grade school field trip. The Ashby Schools fifth grade

class was awarded a grant to help support their three day
overnight field trip to Prairie Wetlands Learning Center in

May 2014.
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of the twelve acre
pond as well. Local
conservation partners
joined in providing
matching funds.

CPL GrantT Invasive
Cattail Control. PHCT,
as grantee, arranged
for and provided over-
sight for the aerial
spraying of herbicide
on 100 acres of the 596
acre Centennial Water-
fowl Production Area
near Clinton, MN. Re-
ducing the cattailt
choked monoculture
allows more emergent
weed species to thrive
and improves the habi-
tat for waterfowl. Cat-
tail control on addi-
tional WMA and WPA
areas is scheduled for
summer 2014.

CPL Grantt Wild Rice
Seeding. PHCT, as
grantee, with the help
of several conservation
partners, handled the
transplantation of wild
rice to several wet-
lands where wild rice
has not been seen for
many years. 8,889
pounds of wild rice, all
grown within 100 miles
of the project sites,
was purchased in late
summer 2013. Twenty
three volunteers, in the
fall of 2013, seeded the
wild rice in twenty
ponds located in nine
Wildlife Management
Areas and six Water-
fowl Production Areas.
Additional wild rice
seeding is planned for
fall, 2014.

Summer 2014



Synopsis continued:
Wetland basin restora-
tion. US Fish and Wild-
life Service, Fergus
Falls WMD, plans to
fund and supervise the
restoration of wetland
basins and associated
prairies on three pri-
vate properties in 2014
under its Partners for
Fish and Wildlife Pro-
gram. The projects are
in Holmes twp Douglas
Co, Lien twp Grant Co,
and Eagle Lake twp,
Otter Tall co.

Local support is neces-
sary for project ap-
proval and funding. i
PHCT has expressed its &8
support and pledged a
grant to help facilitate
each project.

The photo at right shows
Tyler Zimmerman (dark
shirt), summer intern at the
US Fish and Wildlife Service,
Fergus Falls WMD, explain-
ing a proposed project to
PHCT members Craig De-
Jong, Lars Nelson, John
Seim, Jerry Matison and
(not pictured) Dale Stinton.

Ross Hier named PHCT Habitat Conservationist of the Year

Ross Hier, a Wildlife held in Bemidji, MN, on  citizens of _
Manager for the Min- February 4-5, 2014. aAyysSa
nesota Department of 5SW2y 3 AL Ross has
Natural Resources in accomplishments be- shown a
the Crookston, MN, deep pas-
fore presenting the :
area, has been named LI I I dzSY & wz Son for the
2013 Habitat Conserva- J prairie and
- with MNDNR more .
tionist of the Year by : an extensive
. : than 23 years, all in the

Pioneer Heritage Con- Crookston work area. knowledge
servation Trust. The His current job descrip- of the prai-
award was presented GA2Yy JA y Of pdzR rie habitat.
to Hier by Craig De- age. develop, preserve He has a Ross Hier tells the audience about his wa-
Jong, PHCT, at the an- gd h P, p'ldl'f great ability tercolor of an upland sandpiper perched on
nual meeting of the and enhance wilahte and willing- " old hay mower. The watercolor became

. and wildlife resources the logo for Pioneer Her/tage Conservation
Minnesota Chapter of in the Crookstonwork ~ NeSSTOTOTGE ¢ Nyzs di | yR Aa y26 RA&LX L
the Wilderness Society relationships vifle office.

area (Polk and Red .
with people

Lake counties) for the

Cra/g Delong (left) and Tony Rondeau (r/ght) tell the aud/ence
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with a Vernon Ostrom Memorial Print.

Pioneer Heritage Conservation Trust
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recently we have used
the watercolor as the
centerpiece of a me-
morial print developed
to honor Vernon Os-

in order to get things
done. That combina-
tion of field smarts and
people skills is what
sets him apart from
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DeJong continued who passed away in

thank Ross for helping
us with the Vernon Os-
trom Memorial fund
raiser and membership
drive by presenting
him with a copy of the
GEYSY2NRA | f

nowned wildlife artist.
In 1986 Ross painted
the watercolor that
became the logo for
Pioneer Heritage Con-
servatlon}rust More
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2014 Officers and Directors Learn more about us at WWW.PHCtrust.org
John Seim, President, Director, Douglas Co.

(320) 846-0382 jeseim@aqctel.net

Lars Nelson Director, Douglas Co.

Tony Rondeau Director, Ottertail Co. 4
Stephan Henry, Jr, Vice President
Director, Ottertail Co.

Mark Nikolas Director, Pope Co.
Robert Peters Director, Pope Co.
Ranae Edwards Director, Grant Co.

Dustin Steenblock Director, Grant Co.

Rick Paulsen Treasurer

Dale Stinton, Secretary, Director At Large,
Newsletter Editor
218 205 5387 dgstinton@gctel.com

Drawmg by Ross Hier

PIONEER HERITAGE
CONSERVATION
TRUST
Box 337, Evansville,
MN. 56326

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our time on earth is brief, yet the land
goes on forever, carrying with it the
marks of each succeeding landowner. As
fleeting trespassers on land that belongs
to future generations, we must touch the
land gently, caring for it as true stewards,
so that those who assess our record will
see our love and respect for the land and
life. (Robert G. Oetting)

Thinking of joining Pioneer Heritage Conservation Trust? Fill out the,form below and mail it along withyour
checkto PHCT. Alreadyamember? ¢ | 1| S | 2271 |4 0K S o2Gd2Y 2F G4KS
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Cut on dashed line PIONEER HERITAGE CONSERVATION TRUST MEMBERSHIP FORM

All information is for the use of PHCT only. Please make your check payable to PHCT.
Mail to PHCT, PO Box 337, Evansville, MN 56326  Donations are tax deductible under IRS Code Sec. 501(c)3

J

____Newmembership __ Renewal membership  Your check number Amount $

_ $30Annual __ $100Fouryears _  $500Life __ $1000Heritage __ Other Gift
Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: ( ) E-Mail:
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