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PHCT FOUNDER VERNON OSTROM PASSES AWA

Vernon Ostrompassed
away on February 18,
2013, at the age of 78.
Vern was one of four

Evansville area conser-

vation minded indi-
viduals who founded
Pioneer Heritage Con-
servation Trust in
1985. Vern served
multiple terms as a Di-
rector of PHCT over th
years and attended
most of its quarterly
meetings. He was a
vocal advocate for lo-
cal conservation pro-
jects and scholarships
for students in conser-
vation related majors
when these came be-
fore the Board. Sev-
eral directors made
comments about Vern
at the March Board
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vation influence will be

felt for many years to
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ber names, contagious

smile and greeting

brightened all of our
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vation was nothing less

than contagious to
those he encountereq
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Brent Olson, currently a

resident of Alaska,

grew up in Evansville in

Volume

the time that Vern was
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Hardware on Main
Street. Brent wrote a
eulogy that was read
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present it here for your
reflection and enjoy-
ment (Editor):

How great a friend.

As we travel through
life and grow in knowl-
edge we will inevitably
be contacted by

many peo-
ple. There
IS a cer-
tain
point in
life that
there
comes a
time
when we
choose a .
path for good

or not so good.A
time that takes us
down one path or an-
other per say.

For me that important
time for choosing my A
path came around the |
time | started hanging , .
around Ostrom's.You € -
see, | had never really
been in trouble, but

was very close to push-
ing my fate in the

wrong direction. | was
bored and around thir-
teen, two variables

that don't mix well for

a small town farm kid
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with limited interests

in athletics and no in-
terest in school.Fish-
ing, hunting, mo-
torsports, now those
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passions.

It was evident that

Vern saw something of

value in me.l was of-
fered a job. Expected
to show up on time
and work late if
the day was
short of
hours! |
was
young,
got a
pay-
check,
and life
was
good!

' Looking back

and reflecting, |
have realized how for-
tunate | was and how
this simple item of
value found in me
changed my life.

During this time | met
many of you, and
through those meet-
ings | developed many
tremendous relation-
ships. Each of you that
know me can surely
remember those days
and the certain doubts
you had with Vern's
choice in employing
me! And today | as-
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sure you it was Vern's
smile and outgoing per-
sonality that planted
one of the seeds that
make me who | am to-

F were my passions andS day.
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that went by there

were countless oppor-

tunities that went with

each! It was hardware

shows and the ele-

phant truck! Sporting

shows and hunting

trips! It was motorcy-

cles and racing, snow-
mobiles and racinglt

was scuffed knuckles in

the shop and sharpen-

ing saw chainslt was

hanging with Bill, and

Bill behind the gun

counter,; it was Buck-
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mowing the lawn for

Alice. It was LUAnne,

Barbie, and Deb-

bie! And Shane and

Jim, and the list goes

on! All wondering if |

would ever grow up!

Ahh, and it was tent
sales with free hot
dogs and cokelt was
Jerry and his girls visit-
ing! Itwas in fact eve-
ryone that walked in
the door greeted with
Vern's smile, that smile
that | hope | learned to
emulate! And it was

Continued next page
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Queenie, and Schroe-
der! And Eidem and
Johnson!

There are a million
memories! Some

tat! Thousands of
prints decorate homes
because of him! Scores
of kids learned conser-

vation and how to

build bird houses be-
cause of his efforts to

good, some not and
some just are.Any

way you cut it, it was
life and that life was
held together by a
common thread.Vern
was that thread and it
sewed together a com-
munity! You see, peo-
ple were really his pas-
sion and true aspira-
tion! A very social man
was he.lt is a truth
that he loved nature
and wildlife and habi-
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clubs. Thousands of
dollars were raised just
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was always promoted!

Those days passed, our
lives moved on, but if
ever there was a friend
that could pick up right
where we left off, well,
we had that friendship.

Think back about your
time with Vern.

Change a few names
and faces and you may

well have been in my

shoes.You may see

that influences were

made on you as well as
me.

| have a million
thoughts and two mil-
lion stories. There was:
Williams and SchusteljjI
and Froemmimg and
Alberts. And Darwin
and Chuck.....and the
list goes on. Tied by a
common thread and
better for it.
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and will leave you with
this: When you leave

remember that Vern
lived and died the way
he wanted to! Take
that smile and spirit
with you. Greet every-
one like a long lost
friend, shake hands
and talk about any-
thing! Say Yep Yep!
And know that the
next time you meet it
will be like you never
gSNB | LI
friendship, friends!
Thank you Vern for all
of the opportunities
you brought to my
life! (Brent Olson)
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open water is on shore, just off the deepest spot of Lake Christina. The condition of the fish has detgrio-
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rough fish dieoff is a planned part of the Lake Christina Enhancement Project ongoing since 2010. T
project is led by Ducks Unlimited and MNDNR. PHCT provided partnership funding in 2010 and 201
did several other local conservation organizations.
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Mallard Hen House Report

About 300 cylinders
have been rolled or re-
rolled this year, with
the work being done
near Carlos in a heated

Lars Nelson reports that
construction and main-
tenance of mallard hen
houses is winding up for
the 2013 winter season.

[

building generously

the field. 65 % of the

provided by Dan Obrien. nests serviced had a

The Junior Vikings, Alex- clutch of eggs in 2012.

andria, and PHCT mem- Seewww.PHCTrust.org

bers rolled cylinders
and installed them in

for more on the hen
house project.
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